Support Refugees in Danger

In the best interest of the child?

That was that childhood
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1999: Ziko was 9 years old when he arrived to Denmark together with his mother
and siblings. Ziko spend the first half of his childhood growing up with

persecutions and war in Iraqg.

2009: 19 years old and Ziko is locked up in the prison of Sandholm, waiting to be
expelled to Iraq. Ziko spend the other half of growing up without the right of
children in Danish refugee centers. Ziko is now a grown man and without the

rights of an adult.

The safeguarding of the child’s best interests according to minister Birthe

Ronn Hornbech

Two days ago, 24.8.2009, minister Birthe Rgnn Hornbech, in answering question
205 concerning the mental health of children in the Danish refugee centers,

informed additionally to the Parliaments Committee for Foreigners:

Quote:

"To this | can additionally inform that the Refugee Board, Foreignerservice and
the Ministry of Integration — as well as all other public authorities — of course
involves the best interests of the child in all decisions concerning children.”

End of quotation.

The safeguarding of the child’s best interests in real life

In their decision to expel Ziko’s mother there has not been a Danish authority
concerned with the best interests of Ziko.

The decision automatically included the children because they were minors. The
child was placed on a lunch box and the right to ordinary schooling etc. was taken
away to put pressure on the child’s mother, pressure so she would leave the

country, bringing her children and exposing them to mortal danger in Iraq.
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The asylum-child is refused the right to be heard

1999: Sevan, 10 years old and Ziko's sister, arrived to Denmark together with
her mother and siblings.

2006: 17 years old and Sevan writes to the Danish Immigration Service, asking
for permission to present her case orally. The Immigration Service rejected her

wish.

2009: Sevan is 19 years old and lives in hiding to avoid imprisonment and

forced expulsion.

The grown up children are refused the right to be heard and to have

their application for asylum, or other kind of stay, treated

independently

When the children have reached the age of majority, according to Danish
legislation, they can be forcibly expelled without their parents. A request for
asylum and permission to stay because of humanitarian reasons are rejected
and the explanation given is that there has been an assessment of them
together with their parents. Although the best interest of the child was never
included when the decision was made to expel the parents.



